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Masters’ Course Syllabus
University of Tabriz, English Language Department
Instructor: Nava Nourdad (Associate Professor of TEFL at University of Tabriz)
Email address: nourdad@tabrizu.ac.ir
Phone number:33 39 22 05/ 09144121534
Course Information
Course Title: Discourse Analysis
Credit/Hours: 2
Semester and year: Spring 2024
Course Description:
The Master's level course in Discourse Analysis offers an in-depth exploration of theories, methodologies, and applications of discourse analysis across various contexts. Through critical examination of authentic language data, students will develop advanced skills in analyzing spoken, written, and multimodal discourses. The course will cover topics such as discourse structure, coherence, cohesion, power relations, identity construction, and discourse in social interaction. Students will engage with a range of theoretical frameworks and methodological approaches, and apply them to analyze diverse forms of discourse, including conversation, narrative, media discourse, and institutional discourse.

Course Objectives:
- Develop an advanced understanding of theories and methodologies in discourse analysis.
- Analyze spoken, written, and multimodal discourses using diverse analytical frameworks.
- Explore the structure, coherence, and cohesion of discourses across different contexts.
- Examine the role of power, ideology, and identity in discourse construction and interpretation.
- Critically evaluate discourse practices in various social, cultural, and institutional settings.
- Apply advanced discourse analysis techniques to real-world language data.
- Conduct independent research projects applying discourse analysis methods to specific contexts or domains.

Session 1: Introduction to Discourse Analysis
- Overview of discourse analysis: definitions, goals, and applications
- Key concepts and theoretical frameworks in discourse analysis
- Introduction to qualitative and quantitative approaches to discourse analysis

Session 2: Discourse Structure and Coherence
- Analysis of discourse structure and organization
- Principles of coherence and cohesion in discourse
- Identifying discourse markers and signaling devices

Session 3: Text and Talk: Spoken Discourse Analysis
- Analyzing conversation and spoken interaction
- Turn-taking, adjacency pairs, and repair mechanisms
- Ethnomethodological approaches to analyzing spoken discourse

Session 4: Analyzing Written Discourse
- Techniques for analyzing written texts and genres
- Textual features and rhetorical strategies
- Genre analysis and discourse communities

Session 5: Multimodal Discourse Analysis
- Introduction to multimodal discourse analysis
- Analyzing the interaction of language with other semiotic modes (e.g., image, sound, gesture)
- Applications of multimodal analysis in media, advertising, and digital communication

Session 6: Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
- Principles and approaches of Critical Discourse Analysis
- Analyzing power relations, ideology, and hegemony in discourse
- Applications of CDA in analyzing media, politics, and institutional discourse

Session 7: Discourse and Identity
- Construction of identity in discourse
- Analyzing discursive strategies of identity negotiation and representation
- Intersectionality and the role of language in identity formation

Session 8: Narrative Analysis
- Principles of narrative structure and storytelling
- Analyzing narrative discourse in personal narratives, interviews, and media
- Narrative analysis techniques and narrative identity

Session 9: Discourse and Social Interaction
- Examining discourse in social contexts and everyday interactions
- Politeness strategies, facework, and relational dynamics in discourse
- Analyzing institutional discourse and professional communication

Session 10: Discourse and Power
- Power relations and asymmetries in discourse
- Discursive construction of dominance, resistance, and marginalization
- Critical perspectives on language, power, and social change

Session 11: Corpus-based Discourse Analysis
- Introduction to corpus linguistics and its application in discourse analysis
- Building and analyzing corpora for discourse research
- Corpus-assisted discourse analysis techniques

Session 12: Ethnography of Communication
- Principles and methodologies of ethnography of communication
- Analyzing cultural patterns and communicative practices
- Ethnographic approaches to studying discourse in specific communities or contexts

Session 13: Discourse Analysis in Applied Linguistics
- Applications of discourse analysis in language teaching, learning, and assessment
- Analyzing classroom discourse, teacher-student interaction, and language policy
- Using discourse analysis to inform language curriculum design and materials development

Session 14: Research Methods in Discourse Analysis
- Designing and conducting discourse analysis research projects
- Data collection techniques: transcription, coding, and annotation
- Analyzing qualitative and quantitative data in discourse analysis

Session 15: Capstone Project Presentations and Course Reflection
- Presentation of capstone projects or research proposals applying discourse analysis methods
- Reflection on course learning outcomes and personal growth as discourse analysts
- Discussion of future directions in discourse analysis research and practice

Assessment:
- Active participation in class discussions and activities
- Completion of assignments, projects, and research tasks
- Critical analysis of literature and research in discourse analysis
- Capstone project presentation or research proposal
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