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Course Information
Course Title: Language Testing
Credit/Hours: 2
Semester and year: Spring 2024

Course Description:
Language Testing is designed to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of the principles, methods, and practices involved in language assessment. This course covers the theoretical foundations of language testing, explores various types of language tests, and examines the issues and challenges in test design, development, and administration. Through a combination of lectures, discussions, practical exercises, and assignments, students will gain the knowledge and skills necessary to critically evaluate language tests, design assessment tools, and analyze test results.

Course Objectives:
- Understand the theoretical principles underlying language testing and assessment.
- Explore different types of language tests and their purposes.
- Examine the process of test design, development, and validation.
- Develop skills in constructing and evaluating language test items.
- Learn techniques for test administration, scoring, and interpretation.
- Critically analyze the validity, reliability, and fairness of language tests.
- Explore the role of language testing in educational, professional, and societal contexts.

Session 1: Introduction to Language Testing
- Definition and purpose of language testing
- Historical overview of language testing
- Key concepts: validity, reliability, practicality, and fairness

Session 2: Theoretical Foundations of Language Testing
- Psychometric principles in language testing
- Classical test theory vs. modern test theory
- Reliability coefficients and validity evidence

Session 3: Types of Language Tests
- Proficiency tests vs. achievement tests
- Formative assessment vs. summative assessment
- Diagnostic tests, placement tests, and standardized tests

Session 4: Test Design and Development
- Steps in test development: needs analysis, test specification, item writing, and validation
- Test blueprints and item formats
- Practical exercise: designing a language test

Session 5: Item Analysis and Test Evaluation
- Techniques for item analysis: difficulty index, discrimination index, and distractor analysis
- Evaluating test reliability and validity evidence
- Interpretation of test scores and score reporting

Session 6: Constructing Test Items: Multiple-Choice Questions
- Guidelines for writing effective multiple-choice items
- Avoiding common pitfalls in item writing
- Practice: Constructing multiple-choice items

Session 7: Constructing Test Items: Short Answer and Essay Questions
- Characteristics of effective short answer and essay questions
- Techniques for assessing higher-order thinking skills
- Practice: Constructing short answer and essay questions

Session 8: Performance Assessment and Portfolio Assessment
- Principles of performance assessment
- Advantages and limitations of portfolio assessment
- Implementing performance-based and portfolio assessment in language testing

Session 9: Authenticity and Fairness in Language Testing
- Defining authenticity in language testing
- Ensuring fairness in test construction and administration
- Addressing cultural and linguistic bias in tests

Session 10: Computer-Assisted Language Testing (CALT)
- Overview of computer-adaptive testing (CAT) and computer-based testing (CBT)
- Advantages and challenges of CALT
- Hands-on experience with CALT platforms

Session 11: Test Administration and Scoring
- Procedures for test administration, including test security and test accommodations
- Techniques for reliable and consistent scoring
- Training and calibration of raters and scorers

Session 12: Standard Setting and Score Interpretation
- Methods for establishing performance standards and cut scores
- Equating and scaling procedures
- Interpreting test scores and providing feedback to test takers

Session 13: Language Testing in Educational Contexts
- The role of language testing in language teaching and learning
- Formative assessment and feedback
- High-stakes testing in educational settings

Session 14: Language Testing in Professional and Societal Contexts
- Language testing in immigration, employment, and certification contexts
- Ethical considerations in language testing
- Implications of language testing policies and practices

Session 15: Current Trends and Future Directions in Language Testing
- Emerging trends in language assessment research and practice
- Challenges and opportunities in the field of language testing
- Reflection on personal learning and future involvement in language testing

Assessment:
- Participation in class discussions and activities
- Completion of practical exercises and assignments
- Design and development of a language test project
- Final exam or research paper on a relevant topic in language testing
image1.jpg




