[image: ]
Masters’ Course Syllabus
University of Tabriz, English Language Department
Instructor: Nava Nourdad (Associate Professor of TEFL at University of Tabriz)
Email address: nourdad@tabrizu.ac.ir
Phone number:33 39 22 05/ 09144121534
Course Information
Course Title: Language Testing and Assessment
Credit/Hours: 2
Semester and year: Spring 2024

Course Description:
The Master's level course in Language Testing and Assessment offers an in-depth exploration of advanced topics and contemporary issues in the field of language assessment. Through theoretical study, critical analysis, and practical application, students will deepen their understanding of language testing principles, methodologies, and emerging trends. The course will examine various assessment approaches, including performance-based assessment, computer-adaptive testing, and task-based assessment. Students will engage in advanced research and project work to develop expertise in designing, validating, and evaluating language tests. Ethical considerations, fairness, and the implications of language testing on educational, professional, and societal contexts will also be addressed.

Course Objectives:
- Develop an advanced understanding of language testing theories, methodologies, and practices.
- Explore current trends and emerging technologies in language assessment.
- Examine issues related to test design, development, validation, and evaluation.
- Develop practical skills in designing, administering, and analyzing language tests.
- Critically evaluate the reliability, validity, and fairness of language tests.
- Investigate ethical considerations and challenges in language assessment.
- Apply advanced research methods to address complex issues in language testing and assessment.

Session 1: Foundations of Language Testing and Assessment
- Overview of key concepts and theories in language testing
- Historical perspectives and influential frameworks
- Critical analysis of foundational literature in the field

Session 2: Test Design and Development
- Advanced principles of test construction and development
- Test specifications and blueprinting
- Developing and refining test items and tasks

Session 3: Validity and Validation in Language Testing
- Conceptualizing and assessing validity in language assessment
- Validation frameworks and procedures
- Examining validity evidence in practice

Session 4: Reliability and Fairness in Language Testing
- Understanding reliability in language assessment
- Fairness considerations and equity in testing
- Addressing bias and ensuring fairness in test design and administration

Session 5: Performance-Based Assessment
- Theoretical foundations of performance assessment
- Designing performance tasks and rubrics
- Analyzing performance-based assessment data

Session 6: Task-Based Language Assessment (TBLA)
- Principles and practices of task-based assessment
- Task design, sequencing, and implementation
- Assessing language proficiency through tasks

Session 7: Computer-Adaptive Testing (CAT)
- Overview of computer-adaptive testing models
- Item selection algorithms and adaptive testing platforms
- Advantages, challenges, and applications of CAT

Session 8: Assessing Speaking and Writing Proficiency
- Challenges and approaches to assessing speaking and writing skills
- Analytic and holistic scoring methods
- Integrating technology in speaking and writing assessment

Session 9: Assessing Listening and Reading Proficiency
- Considerations in assessing listening and reading comprehension
- Developing valid and reliable listening and reading tests
- Incorporating authentic materials and tasks in assessment

Session 10: Assessing Vocabulary and Grammar Proficiency
- Approaches to assessing vocabulary and grammar knowledge
- Test item formats and task types
- Assessing receptive and productive language skills

Session 11: Diagnostic and Formative Assessment
- Role and principles of diagnostic and formative assessment
- Using assessment data for instructional planning and feedback
- Designing effective diagnostic and formative assessment tools

Session 12: Ethical Issues in Language Testing and Assessment
- Ethical principles and guidelines in language assessment
- Addressing ethical dilemmas in test development and administration
- Ensuring fairness, equity, and transparency in assessment practices

Session 13: Innovative Trends in Language Testing and Assessment
- Exploring emerging trends and technologies in language assessment
- Adaptive learning systems and personalized assessment
- Future directions and possibilities in the field

Session 14: Research Methods in Language Testing and Assessment
- Overview of research methodologies in language assessment
- Designing and conducting empirical research studies
- Analyzing and interpreting assessment data

Session 15: Capstone Project Presentations and Course Reflection
- Presentation of capstone projects or research proposals
- Reflection on course learning outcomes and personal growth
- Discussion of future directions in language testing and assessment research and practice

Assessment:
- Active participation in class discussions and activities
- Completion of assignments, projects, and research tasks
- Critical analysis of literature and research in language testing
- Capstone project presentation or research proposal
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