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Masters’ Course Syllabus
University of Tabriz, English Language Department
Instructor: Nava Nourdad (Associate Professor of TEFL at University of Tabriz)
Email address: nourdad@tabrizu.ac.ir
Phone number:33 39 22 05/ 09144121534
Course Information
Course Title: Seminar
Credit/Hours: 2
Semester and year: Spring 2024

Course Description:
The Master's level course in Seminar offers an in-depth exploration of the theory, principles, and practical skills involved in writing effective proposals for academic, research, and professional purposes. Through a combination of theoretical study, hands-on exercises, and real-world case studies, students will learn how to conceptualize, plan, draft, and present compelling proposals. Topics covered will include understanding the proposal genre, identifying funding opportunities, crafting clear objectives and research questions, designing methodologies, outlining budgets, and addressing ethical considerations. Students will also develop critical thinking and communication skills necessary for successful proposal writing in various domains.

Course Objectives:
- Develop a comprehensive understanding of the proposal writing process and genre conventions.
- Identify appropriate funding opportunities and understand the requirements of funding agencies.
- Articulate clear research objectives, questions, and hypotheses in a proposal.
- Design rigorous methodologies and research plans to address research questions.
- Develop persuasive writing skills to effectively communicate the significance and impact of proposed projects.
- Create detailed budgets and timelines that align with proposal objectives.
- Understand and address ethical considerations and compliance requirements in proposal writing.

Session 1: Introduction to Proposal Writing
- Overview of the proposal writing process and genre
- Types of proposals and their purposes
- Analysis of successful proposal examples

Session 2: Understanding Funding Opportunities
- Identifying potential funding sources and agencies
- Researching funding guidelines and requirements
- Strategies for finding relevant funding opportunities

Session 3: Articulating Research Objectives and Questions
- Crafting clear and concise research objectives and questions
- Formulating testable hypotheses and research aims
- Aligning objectives with the priorities of funding agencies

Session 4: Designing Methodologies and Research Plans
- Overview of research methodologies and designs
- Developing a research plan and timeline
- Addressing methodological considerations and limitations

Session 5: Crafting Persuasive Proposal Narratives
- Writing compelling narratives to convey the significance and innovation of proposed projects
- Structuring proposals for clarity and coherence
- Using evidence and literature to support proposal arguments

Session 6: Developing Budgets and Resource Plans
- Understanding budget categories and components
- Creating realistic budgets that align with proposal objectives
- Justifying budget items and allocating resources effectively

Session 7: Addressing Ethical Considerations in Proposal Writing
- Identifying ethical issues and considerations relevant to proposed research
- Ensuring compliance with ethical guidelines and regulations
- Writing ethics statements and addressing potential risks

Session 8: Reviewing and Revising Proposals
- Strategies for peer review and feedback on proposal drafts
- Revising proposals based on reviewer comments and suggestions
- Editing and proofreading techniques for polished final drafts

Session 9: Effective Proposal Presentation and Dissemination
- Strategies for presenting proposals orally and visually
- Creating compelling presentation slides and visuals
- Communicating proposal content to diverse audiences

Session 10: Case Studies in Proposal Writing
- Analysis of successful and unsuccessful proposal examples
- Identifying strengths and weaknesses in sample proposals
- Extracting lessons learned for improving proposal writing skills

Session 11: Collaborative Proposal Writing and Team Dynamics
- Effective collaboration strategies for team-based proposal writing projects
- Addressing challenges and conflicts in group dynamics
- Distributing roles and responsibilities within proposal writing teams

Session 12: Proposal Writing in Academic and Research Contexts
- Requirements and expectations for academic research proposals
- Writing proposals for grant applications, research funding, and fellowships
- Aligning proposals with academic research agendas and institutional priorities

Session 13: Proposal Writing in Professional and Organizational Contexts
- Writing proposals for organizational initiatives, projects, and programs
- Tailoring proposals to meet the needs and objectives of stakeholders
- Building partnerships and collaborations to support proposal objectives

Session 14: Proposal Writing for International and Multidisciplinary Projects
- Challenges and considerations in writing proposals for international projects
- Strategies for integrating diverse perspectives and disciplines in proposal writing
- Addressing language and cultural differences in multinational collaborations

Session 15: Final Proposal Presentation and Reflection
- Presentation of final proposal projects or case studies
- Reflection on learning outcomes and personal growth as proposal writers
- Discussion of future directions in proposal writing research and practice

Assessment:
- Active participation in class discussions, exercises, and peer review activities
- Completion of proposal writing assignments and projects
- Oral presentation of proposal projects and case studies
- Written reflections on proposal writing processes and outcomes
image1.jpg




