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University of Tabriz, English Language Department
Instructor: Nava Nourdad (Assistant Professor of TEFL at University of Tabriz)
Email address: nourdad@tabrizu.ac.ir
Phone number:33 39 22 05/ 09144121534
Course Information
Course Title: Linguistics 
Credit/Hours: 2
Semester and year: Autumn 2024

Course Description: This course provides an introduction to the scientific study of language, covering fundamental concepts and methods in linguistics. Students will explore the structure, function, and diversity of language systems across different levels of analysis, including phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics.
Course Objectives:
1. Introduce students to the basic principles and methodologies of linguistics.
2. Explore the core components of language structure and organization.
3. Foster an understanding of the principles underlying language variation and change.
4. Develop analytical skills for analyzing and describing linguistic phenomena.
5. Encourage critical thinking about language and its role in society and culture.
Week 1-2: Introduction to Linguistics
· Definition and scope of linguistics as a scientific discipline
· Overview of major subfields and approaches in linguistics
· Introduction to key concepts: language vs. dialect, competence vs. performance, synchrony vs. diachrony
Week 3-4: Phonetics and Phonology
· Introduction to the articulatory and acoustic properties of speech sounds
· IPA (International Phonetic Alphabet) and transcription
· Basic concepts in phonological analysis: phonemes, allophones, phonological rules
Week 5-6: Morphology
· Definition and types of morphemes: free vs. bound, inflectional vs. derivational
· Morphological processes: affixation, compounding, conversion, etc.
· Morphological analysis and morpheme structure constraints
Week 7-8: Syntax
· Basic sentence structure and word order typology
· Phrase structure rules and constituency tests
· Syntactic analysis and tree diagram representation
Week 9-10: Semantics
· Introduction to semantics: meaning, reference, truth conditions
· Semantic relations: synonymy, antonymy, hyponymy, polysemy
· Pragmatics: context, implicature, speech acts
Week 11-12: Language Variation and Change
· Dialectology: regional, social, and ethnic variation in language
· Historical linguistics: principles of language change, reconstruction, and comparative method
· Sociolinguistics: language and identity, language attitudes, language planning and policy
Week 13-14: Applied Linguistics
· Language acquisition: first language acquisition, second language acquisition, critical period hypothesis
· Psycholinguistics: language processing, language disorders
· Computational linguistics: natural language processing, machine translation
Week 15: Review and Synthesis
· Review of key concepts and principles covered throughout the course
· Integration of knowledge from different subfields of linguistics
· Discussion of current trends and issues in linguistic research
Assessment:
· Quizzes and homework assignments (30%)
· Midterm exam (20%)
· Final exam (30%)
· Class participation and engagement (20%)
Required Materials:
· Textbook: "Introduction to Linguistics"
· Supplementary readings and research articles
· Access to linguistic databases and online resources for analysis

image1.jpg




